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Message from the Chairman
As you will know, we have been working hard for some while on getting a stable institutional
framework for UTMC. The latest step in this process, namely the creation and launch of a
subscription mechanism, is now complete and I am delighted to welcome all those who have
signed up into the UDG.
Many people, of course, may be interested in UTMC but not yet ready to take the step of
subscribing. As a matter of policy we want to improve our communication with the widest
possible stakeholder community. We have therefore asked ITS(UK) to work with us in the
production and circulation of regular newsletters — a service which they have very kindly
agreed to provide for free. I'd like to express my warm thanks to Jennie Martin and her
colleagues at ITS(UK).
We are planning a vigorous programme of activities for the year. We have our ever-popular
Annual Conference at Bristol in December, and we are supplementing this by a revived
series of workshops (free to UDG members). We have the usual programme of technical
developments, with XML and ANPR both very active currently. We are looking to improve our
understanding of the marketplace through a major national survey. And we will continue to
work closely with other national groups and major research projects.
UTMC has come a long way in the past few years, but it is clear to me that we have only just
scratched the surface of what is possible. We have a long and exciting journey still ahead of
us!
Simon Beasley
Chair, UTMC Development Group

The current UDG Management Group is as follows:

Chair Glynn Hutton, VMS Ltd
Simon Beasley, Reading Dave Stoner, Envitia

Local Authority Members Paul Canning, Atkins
Adrian Gray, Hampshire CC (also Other members
represents CSS and TSG) Spencer Palmer, DfT
Hamilton Purdie, Glasgow CC (also Steve Harrhy, Cardiff Council
represents Scotland) (represents Welsh Assembly
Sunil Budhdeo, Notts CC Government)
John Redmond, Warrington BC Brian Maxwell, Roads Service NI
Sue Westwood, Kent CC (represents NI)

Supplier Members Andrew Wilson, Highways Agency

This Newsletter is produced by ITS United Kingdom
on behalf of the UTMC Development Group



Jennie Martin, ITS(UK)
The Management Group’s first meeting is scheduled for 15 April 2009.

Got a project?

Part of our role is to pool, codify and distribute this knowledge for the benefit of UK plc.
Because of this we are always keen to talk to any projects, either within a highways
authority or within a research programme, that are developing innovative ways of deploying
UTMC solutions. Some of the key research projects we have held discussions with are
FREEFLOW, MESSAGE and 3GRSE. These are having an input to UTMC, respectively, in the
development of XML protocols, environmental data and multi-functional streetside
equipment. If you have anything you think is worth sharing - say, a live link to a traffic
planning model, a new way of distributing traffic alerts to the public, or a creative way of
gathering probe vehicle data - we’d like to hear from you. It might be a technical solution,
or simply good-practice guidance.

Please note, UTMC is about open standards and we won't be advertising proprietary
systems!

Working Group News

The following Working Groups are currently active:

e Specifications and Standards - delegated responsibility for oversight the UTMC
technical programme. (Closed: this WG is established by the Management
Committee.)

e Marketing and publicity - coordinating and supporting our enhanced outreach
programme. (Closed: this WG is established by the Management Committee.)

¢ ANPR - responsible for finalising the development of the ANPR protocol. (Membership
by invitation; led by Halcrow.)

e XML - responsible for developing a framework for XML exchange to/from UTMC
systems. (Membership by invitation; led by Envitia.)

In addition, we are in discussion with the Highways Agency regarding the establishment of
one or more joint working groups, to review areas of common interest to local and strategic
networks.

New Security Working Group

As part of our programme of work this year, we are intending to develop advice on security
in UTMC systems. The expectation is that this will be done through a Working Group of
interested parties: anyone may register to become involved.

News from UTMC practitioners

Scarborough's UTMseaside network

UTMC equipment supplier IDT (Traffex stand F63) have completed the installation of car
park monitoring at two new Park and Ride sites for Scarborough Borough Council. The car
park monitoring system provides real-time occupancy figures to the Council's existing UTMC
instation and uses iMesh network routers also supplied by IDT which are also used to
interconnect Scarborough's traffic signals. Bruce Bedford, Scarborough Borough Council's
Head of Transportation said "by extending our revenue-free iMesh communications network,
beyond just our traffic signals, to bring in our Park and Ride sites we achieve substantial
savings in communications costs."
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